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SOMERSWORTH,  N.  H.,  1963  REPORT  -  'KNOW  YOUR  CITY  GOVERNMENT 


OT 
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Know  Your  City  And  Its  Government 


The  intent  of  this  year's  City  Report  in  addition,  first,  to  reporting 
Departmental  expenses,  income  and  activities  for  the  year  1963,  is 
to  briefly  outline  the  organization  of  your  city  government  —  to  iden- 
tify the  elected  and  appointed  officials,  to  refer  to  their  duties  and  to 
provide  that  information  needed  today  by  an  informed  citizenry  in- 
tent on  making  intelligent  decisions.  Remember,  this  is  YOUR  govern- 
ment. Its  strengths  and  its  weaknesses  are  YOUR  responsibility. 

All  records  concerning  the  activities  of  all  the  Departments  and  Com- 
missions of  local  government  are  open  to  public  inspection  during 
regular  office  hours.  You  are  welcome  at  all  time  to  ask  questions. 
That  is  a  certain  way  to  provide  understanding. 


This  Is  Your  City  Government  - 

Organization  of  your  local  government  starts  with  the  biennial  city 
election.  By  charter,  this  election  is  held  every  two  years  on  the  Tues- 
day following  the  first  Monday  in  November. 

At  this  election  are  chosen  a  mayor,  10  councilmen  (two  from  each 
ward),  a  member  to  serve  on  the  School  Board,  and  three  Selectmen. 
All  these  officers  serve  for  two  year  terms. 

The  City  Councilmen,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  following  January, 
proceed  to  elect  the  city  officers,  to  fill  boards  and  commissions  as 
instructed  by  the  charter. 


SEVENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


City  Of  Somersworth, 
New  Hampshire 

For  the  Year,  1963 


THIS  IS  YOUR  CITY'S  OFFICIAL 
SEAL.  The  Old  Meeting  House  and 
Falls  suggest  the  sources  from  which 
the  toivn  and  village  derived  their 
names  (your  city's  original  name  tvas 
Great  Falls).  The  mill  in  the  lower 
segment  of  the  seal  represents  the 
strength  this  community  has  always 
derived  from  its  industries. 


DID  YOU  KNOW— 

•  Your  city   has   a   8,529   population 

(1960  census) 

•  A  land  area  of  6,462  acres 

•  Water  area  of  153  acres 

•  Our  industrial  employment  is  3,300 

•  Somersworth  comprises  10  1/3 

square   miles 

It  has  an  altitude  of  a  high  of 
250  feet,  a  low  of  1 10  feet  above 
sea  level. 

•  Somersworth  is  the  only  community 

in  the  world  by  this  name. 

•  Your  city  is  located  in  : 

The  County  of  Strafford 
The  Seacoast  Region 
The  First  Congressional  District 
The  Twentieth  State  Senate 

District 
The  Second  Governor's  Council 

District 


The  Mayor  — 


The  Mayor  is  the  chief  executive  of  this  city.  He  must 
co-sign,  with  the  city  clerk,  all  checks  issued  by  the 
city.  He  presides  over  the  meetings  of  the  City  Council 
but  has  no  vote  during  its  proceedings  except  in  the 
case  of  an  equal  division.  The  Mayor  has  a  veto  power 
over  all  the  acts  of  the  Council  and  "such  veto  shall 
extend  to  individual   items  appropriated." 

No  vote  can  be  passed  or  appointment  made  over  the 
veto  of  the  Mayor  unless  it  does  so  with  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  Council  members. 

The  Mayor  appoints  all  standing  committees  of  the 
City  Council. 

The  salary  of  your  Mayor  is  $4,500  annually. 

As  of  January  2,  1962,  the  Charter  of  this  city  was 
amended  to  allow  the  City  Council  to  elect  by  ballot 
one  of  their  membership  to  serve  as  acting  Mayor  with 
all  the  powers  of  the  Mayor  in  the  absence  of  the 
Mayor    himself.  page  ^ 


Robert    H.    Filion.   Mayor 
1959-  1963 
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ASSESSORS  (full-time) 
AUDITORS 

BUILDING  INSPECTOR 
CITY  CLERK 
ENGINEER 

FENCE  VIEWER 
FIELD  DRIVER 
PHYSICIAN 
MESSENGER 

OVERSEER  OF  WELFARE 
PROBATION  OFFICER 


Clovis  G.  Chabot 

Hayward  C.  Logan 

Estelle  Gagnon 

Henry  P.  Mullen 

Romeo  St.   Laurent 

♦Harold  V.  Sheahan 

tNorman  G.  LecJerc 

George   Krikes 

Gerard  Turgeon 

W.  Edmour  Precourt,  M.D. 

Albert  Morin 

Clovis  G.  Chabot 

Frank  H.  Kinsman 


PLUMBING  INSPECTOR 

TAX  COLLECTOR 
TREASURER 
SANITARY  OFFICER 
STREET  COMMISSIONER 
SOLICITOR 
MUNICIPAL  JUDGE 
CLERK  OF  COURT 

♦Resigned 

tAppointed  5-7-63 

JDeceased,  died  Dec.  7,  1963 


|Paul   E.   Bernier 

Omer  Chasse 

Joseph  F.  McKeon 

Agnes  Heon 

Norbert  J.  Couture 

Norman  Fournier 

John    F.    Beamis 

Clovis   L.   Demarais 

Laurier  W.  Sans-Cartier 


SOMERSWORTH  OF  YESTERDAY 
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bility 


The  Somersworth  City  Council  is  comprised  of  10  members  —  two  elected  from  each 
ward  every  two  years.  Their  salary  is  $150  a  year.  If  absent,  $12  is  deducted  from  this 
annual  salary.  For  a  special  meeting,  each  member  is  paid  $12  but  he  receives  no  remu- 
neration should  he  fail  to  attend  that  session. 


Councilmen  Roland  J.  Dubois,  Word  5;  Richard  L  Perreault,  Ward  4;  Roland  W. 
Dumais,  Ward  4.  Here  they  are  at  work  studying  bids  submitted  for  piece  of  city 
equipment. 


The     City    Council     must,     biennially 
meet  to  elect  the  city  officials  and  fix 
their  compensation. 
The  Council   has  the  power  to  make, 
alter,  modify,  amend  and  repeal  ordi- 
nances and  pass  resolutions. 
By    law,    the    Council    shall,    once    in 
every  year  at  least,  publish  a  City  Re- 
port giving  an  account  of  receipts  and 
expenditures. 

The  City  Council  must  take  proper  care 
that  no  money  be  paid  from  the  city 
treasury  unless  previously  granted  and 
appropriated. 

The  Council  must  yearly  appropriate 
funds  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  all 
departmental  operations,  care  of  pub- 
lic buildings,  equipment,  etc. 


Councilman  John  F.  Donovan,  Ward  1  (elected  Mayor  November,  1963,  for  the 
term  1964-66);  Roland  J.  Noel,  Ward  2;  Roland  N.  Hebert,  Ward  3.  Councilman's 
work  includes  analysis  of  budgets  submitted  by  all  the  departments  of  city 
government. 


Councilman  Richard  A.  Gagnon,  Ward  1;  William  J.  Vigneault,  Ward  3;  Joseph 
E.  Landry,  Ward  5;  and  Roger  N.  Vanasse,  Ward  2.  Planning  for  the  city's  long 
range  growth  is  a  job  of  continuing  demand  upon  city  councilmen. 
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Construction  was  started  on  the  addition  to  the 
High  School  in  1963.  Bonds  for  this  were  issued 
in  the  amount  of  $398,000,  payable  in  20  years. 
The  first  payment  is  due  December  1,  1964,  in 
the  amount  of  $18,000,  plm  $12,736  interest.  Re- 
maining payments  are  to  be  paid  at  $20,000 
yearly. 


EDUCATION  IN  S0MERSW0RTH 


The  School  Department  issues  its  own  report  yearly  of 
detailed  expenditures,  income  and  activities. 


-*■*-'{ 


Major  School 

Expenses 

Salaries 

$245,777.22 

Transportation 

17,808.00 

Salaries  (Janitors) 

18,613.69 

Heat 

9,236.88 

Utilities 

9,930.02 

School  Lunch 

12,399.84 

Principal  on  debt 

40,000.00 

Interest  on  debt 

16,020.00 

Sources  of  Income  — 


SCHOOL  BOARD 

John  F.  Beamis,  Chairman 
Elizabeth  M.  Ball,  Secretary 

ELECTED  MEMBERS 

Elizabeth  M.  Ball 

Lorenzo  T.  Ross,  Raymond  N.  Vezeau 

Robert  English   Alberic  Lehoullier 

APPOINTED  BY  COUNCIL 

Rene  Morin,  Lionel  U.  Bergeron, 
Yvonne  Hamilton,  John  P.  Beamis 
Robert  H.  Pi  lion 


RECEIPTS 

Revenue  from  Local  Sources 
Christian  Day  School  j 

Revenue  from  State  Sources 

School   Building   Aid 
Intellectually   Retarded 
Revenue  from  Federal  Sources 
Title  III  NDEA 
Title  V  NDEA 
Vocational   Education 
Sch.  Lunch  and  Spc.  Milk  Program 
Public  Law:   874 

Amts.  Received  from  Other 
School  Districts 

Tuition 


40.00 

12,509.61 
139.50 

725.00 
1,200.00 

427.82 

9,254.23 

29,827.00 


5,553.26 
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TOTAL 


59,676.42 


DISTRICT  ASSESSMENT  397,875.72 

ADDITIONAL  ASSESSMENT  260.00 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  $457,812.14 

Note: 

Estimated  appropriation 

(to  be  raised  by  taxes)  $399,837.81 
Plus  additional  appropriation 

(transportation)  400.00 

TOTAL  $400,237.81 

Less: 

Appropriation  actually  used  397,875.72 

Plus  additional   (transportation)  260.00 

TOTAL  SURPLUS  $     2,102.09 


RECREATION 

IN  SOMERSWORTH 

The  Noble  Pines  and  Playgrounds,  where  all  the  recrea- 
tional activities  of  the  summer  months  are  centered,  is  one 
of  New  Hampshire's  most  picturesque  sites. 
Admittedly,  the  wading  pool  on  hot  days  is  the  most  popu- 
lar spot,  however,  the  supervising  staff  has  a  well-planned 
all-around  program  to  attract  and  hold  the  interest  of  the 
children. 

Every  day  one  can  find  scheduled  activities  such  as  minor 
league  baseball,  tennis  matches,  ping-pong,  croquet,  bad- 
minton, volley  ball,  horseshoes,  etc. 

An  innovation,  this  year,  was  the  scheduled  two-a-week 
supervised  trips  to  the  Milton  Beach  for  swimming. 
Hundreds  of  children  and  adults  use  the  facilities  at  the 
playgrounds  which  include  a  baseball  field,  two  fine  tennis 
courts  (with  lights),  a  basketball  court  (with  lights),  wad- 
ing pool,  benches,  swings,  hobby  horses,  etc. 
Appropriated  for  the  summer  season  for  this  program : 
$4,000.  Parks  and  Playgrounds  are  under  the  direction  of 
the  Park  Commissioners. 


PARK    COMMISSIONERS 

Appointed  by  the  Mayor,  with  the  consent  and  approval 
of  the  City  Council.  Term  4  years.  No  compensation.  The 
Mayor  shall  be  ex-officio,  the  fifth  member  of  the  com- 
mission. 

The  Board  shall  have  general  supervisory  powers  over  said 
playground  and  all  powers  that  the  original  trustees  and 
their  successors  had  under  the  original  declaration  of  trust, 
the  power  to  supervise  the  expenditures  and  the  power  to 
expend  any  funds  appropriated  by  the  City  Council  and 
any  funds  that  may  be  donated. 
Mayor  Robert  H.  Filion 

Hector  Sirois  term  expires  April,  1964 

Rene  Morin  term  expires  April,  1965 

Dr.  "W.  E.  Precourt        term  expires  April,  1966 
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WHERE  THE  MONEY  COMES  FROM 


SCHOOLS 

AUTOMOBILE  TAXES 

CHANDLER  BUILDING 

CITY  HALL 

DOG  LICENSES 

MISCELLANEOUS 

POLICE  COURT  FEES 

INTEREST  AND  DIVIDEND  TAX 

SAVINGS  BANK  TAX 

RAILROAD  TAX 

POLL  TAXES 

CHANDLER  FUND  INCOME 

NATIONAL  BANK  STOCK  TAXES 

HEAD  TAX  INCOME 

CITY  CLERK  OFFICE  FEES 

INTEREST  ON   UNCOLLECTED  TAXES 


1963 

1963 

Estimated  Revenue 

Actual  Revenue 

$  57,718.20 

$  59,676.42 

46,108.89 

50,594.97 

540.00 

540.00 

1,046.95 

1,018.16 

472.15 

366.91 

579.35 

748.00 

3,000.00 

3,900.00 

4,357.30 

4,359.78 

3,056.11 

6,545.86 

421.25 

4,832.00 

5,626.00 

167.49 

85.89 

1,710.50 

1,841.50 

1,880.00 

1,895.00 

2,071.54 

1 ,747.95 

1,000.00 

1,000.46 

$128,961.73 

$139,946.90 
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SALARIES 

$52,000.00 


COUNTY  TAY 

$40,410-00 


SCHOOLS 

$457,556.00 

■  •  7***' 

LIGHTS 

$21,660.00 


LIBRARY 

$9000,00 


POLICE 

$71,552.00 

HIGHWAYS 

$  77  800.00 


FIRE  DEPT.| 

$14,500.00 


--^-     -.-^- 
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DETAILED  BREAKDOWN  OF  APPROPRIATED  FUNDS 


APPROPRIATIONS 

Bonds 

Interest  on  Bonds 

School  Bonds  Included  in 

Interest  —  High  School  Bonds  Included  in 

Town  Read  Aid 

Fire  Department 

Cemetery 

Highway 

Municipal  Building 

Civil  Defense 

Parks  and  Playgrounds 

Social  Security 

Sidewalks 

Sinking  Fund  Apportionment  "B" 

Insurance 

Elections 

Hydrants 

Macadam   and   Surfacing 

Miscellaneous 

Interest  —  Notes  Payable 

Police 

Printing 

Repairs   to   Public   Buildings 

Schools 

Salaries 


1963 

$  27,000.00 
4,442.50 
School  Budget 
School  Budget 
573.96 
14,500.00 
8,000.00 
77,800.00 
2,500.00 
250.00 
4,000.00 
5,800.00 
5,000.00 
3,470.00 
4,517.00 
1,650.00 
7,500.00 
8,000.00 
4,200.00 
5,000.00 
71,552.00 
1,500.00 
5,000.00 
457,556.01 
52,000.00 


1962 

$  27,000.00 
5,187.50 
40,000.00 
17,232.50 
575.03 
13,500.00 
6,500.00 
77,800.00 
2,000.00 
250.00 
4,000.00 
5,500.00 
5,000.00 
3,470.00 
5,782.00 
3,000.00 
7,500.00 
8,000.00 
3,500.00 
5,000.00 
69,465.33 
1,000.00 
5,000.00 
353,976.08 
49,997.92 


APPROPRIATIONS 

Street  Lights 

Welfare   and   Relief 

County  Tax 

Memorial   Day 

Workmen's  Compensation 

Christmas   Lighting 

Library 

District  Nursing  Service 

Zoning 

Drainage 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

Mayor's  Expense  Account 

Dutch  Elm  Disease 

Dump 

Highway  Equipment 

New  Equipment  —  Municipal  Building 

N.  H.  Municipal  Association 

Legal  Services 

Removal  of  Dead  Trees  and  Stumps 

C.  W.  V.  Convention 

TOTAL  APPROPRIATION 
ESTIMATED    REVENUE 

TO  BE  RAISED  BY  TAXATION 


1963 


1962 


21,660.96 

21,048.00 

11,000.00 

11,000.00 

41,000.88 

40,410.81 

600.00 

600.00 

2,000.00 

1,600.00 

500.00 

500.00 

9,000.00 

8,500.00 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

800.00 

800.00 

3,500.00 

3,000.00 

500.00 

500.00 

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

None 

500.00 

13,000.00 

13,000.00 

16,000.00 

22,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

500.00 

500.00 

1,500.00 

None 

500.00 

None 

300.00 

None 

897.783.24 

848,395.17 

128,961.73 

115,618.04 

$768,821.51 

$732,777.13 
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WARRANT  SUBMITTED 
TO  TAX  COLLECTOR 
October  4,  1963 


Property  Ta 

<es 

$776,090.50 

Poll  Taxes 

5,906.00 

Added    Poll 

Taxes 

REVENUE    RECEIVED 

PROPERTY  TAXES 

190.00 

1963   Taxes 

$640,737.69 

1962   Taxes 

1  1  1,497.64 

1962    Interest 

1,000.46 

1961    Taxes 

12,879.18 

1960   Taxes 

654.30 

1959   Taxes 

178.78 

THE  TAX  COLLECTOR 


The  Tax  Collector  is  appointed  for  a  two-year  term  by  the  City  Council.  His 
salary  is  $95  a  week. 

"The  collector  of  taxes  shall  keep  in  suitable  books  provided  for  the  purpose  a  fair  and  correct 
account  in  detail  of  the  taxes  due,  collected  and  abated  and  of  all  the  property  sold  for  non- 
payment of  taxes  and  these  accounts  shall  be  public  records. 

The  collector  of  taxes  shall  make  a  full  and  complete  report  to  the  City  Council  at  the  close _ 
of  the  year  of  the  amount  committed  to  him  for  collection  and  the  amount  of  each  abatement 
and   the   reason   therefor. 

The  collector  of  taxes   shall   collect  all   poll   taxes  committed   to   him   for   collection. 
He  must  collect  the  State  Head  Tax  and  forward  said  collections  to  the  State  —  the  State  then 
reimburses  the  City   in   an  amount  of   10%    of  head  taxes  collected." 


REVENUES  RECEIVED 


HEAD  TAXES 

1963 

Head 

Tax 

14,900.00 

1963 

Head 

Tax   Penalty 

23.50 

1962 

Head 

Tox 

3,890.00 

1962 

Head 

Tax    Penalty 

365.50 

1961 

Head 

Tax 

30.00 

1961 

Head 

Tax    Penalty 

2.00 

1960 

Head 

Tax 

100.00 

1960 

Head 

Tax    Penalty 

10.00 

1959 

Head 

Tax 

30.00 

1959 

Head 

Tax   Penalty 

TIMBER   TAX 

3.00 

1962 

Timber   Tax 

$          152.03 

1963 

Timber  Tax 

146.70 

Tax   Sale   Cost 

1  16.25 

REDEMPTIONS  LEVY 

1962 

$      1,261.50 

1961 

2,341.22 

1960 

231.48 

1959 

20.00  Page  13 

THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


The  Objective  Off  The  Public  Library 


The  objective  of  the  Public  Library  has  been  to  build  and  maintain  a  strong  collection 
of  materials  and  to  encourage  extensive  use  of  these  materials  by  our  patrons. 

We  have  tried  to  encourage  wider  use  of  library  resources  by  carefully  analyzing  the 
interests  and  needs  of  the  community.  A  new  peg  board  in  the  library  displayed 
many  books  which  reflected  these  interests.  The  librarian  spoke  to  eight  different 
groups  in  an  effort  to  promote  circulation  of  more  and  more  books.  The  staff  con- 
ducted a  Summer  Reading  Club  for  the  children  with  prizes  for  achievement. 

Mrs.  Whittemore,  Assistant,  attended  a  course  in  Library  Techniques  at  the  University 
of  New  Hampshire.  Her  report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  indicates  enthusiasm  for  the 
program  as  a  practical  help  for  beginners  in  the  field. 

Statistics  for  1963  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  volumes  added  to  our  col- 
lection. Equally  important  is  the  larger  number  of  books  discarded.  The  figures  also 
show  an  increase  in  circulation  of  books  and  in  the  number  of  people  reading. 

These  encouraging  statistics  could  not  have  been  achieved  without  the  guidance  and 
help  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  the  interest  of  the  staff,  and  the  generous  support  of 
the  many  friends  of  the  library. 


THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES— They  establish  policy. 
Five  members  are  appointed  by  the  City  Council 
for  5  year  terms.  They  receive  no  remuneration. 


Henry   P.    Mullen,   Chairman 
Gladys  A.   Hayes 
Jessie  C.  O'Malley 
Celopie  Semitros 
Gerard  L.  Gaudreau 
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IN  1963 


Volumes  added 

878 

Adult 

658 

Juvenile 

220 

Volumes  discarded 

544 

No.  of  volumes  in  Library 

25,772 

Registered   borrowers 

2,873 

Circulation 

26,685 

Library  Trustees 


Henry   P.    Mullen,       Term 
Gladys  A.  Hayes, 
Jessie  C.  O'Malley, 
Celopie  Semitros, 
Gerard  L.  Gaudreau, 


..   expires  Jan.   1965 

Term  expires  Jan.  1966 

Term  expires  Jan.  1967 

Term  expires  Jan.  1968 

Term  expires  Jan.  1969 


OFFICE  OF 
THE  CITY  CLERK 

AND  HIS    REPORT  FOR  1963 


INCOME  FROM  PERMITS 
AND  LICENSES 


1962    Motor   Vehicle    Permits 

$       470.44 

1963   Motor  Vehicle   Permits 

49,146.31 

1 964   Motor   Vehicle   Permits 

978.22 

Dog   Licenses 

366.91 

Building    Inspector's    Receipts 

1,236.00 

Miscellaneous  Licenses 

356.00 

Sewage   Permits 

4,712.50 

Office   Receipts 

1 ,747.95 

City    Maps 

8.25 

Total   Remittances 

$59,022.58 

1963    —   Approximately    4600    permits    were    issued 
Autos,   trucks,   trailers   (including   transfers). 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1963 

Dogs   Licensed 

Births    Recorded 

20S 

1963   —   181 

Deaths  Recorded 

103 

1962   —   223 

Marriages     Recorded 

100 

ii 
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The  City  Clerk  is  elected  by  the  City  Council  for  a  two  year  term.  His  salary  is 
$130  a  week.  He  is  assisted  by  a  Deputy  whose  weekly  salary  is  $61;  and  by 
a  stenographer  whose  salary  is  $56  a  week. 

"The  City  Clerk  shall  be  ex-offlcio  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Councilmen. 
He  shall  keep  a  journal  of  all  the  acts,  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  Mayor  and 
Councilmen  when  sitting  in  convention;  and  shall  perform  such  other  services  as 
the  Mayor  and  Councilmen  may  prescribe." 


THE  CITY  CLERK'S  OFFICE: 

•  Must  safeguard   and   preserve   all    journals,    records,    record   books,    papers,    files, 
vouchers  from  various   departments. 

•  Issues   all    automobile    permits    for    registrations. 
%  Issues   marriage    licenses. 

•  Records   births,    marriages,   deaths. 

•  Issues   miscellaneous   licenses.    |Dog,    Dances,   Theatre,    Circuses). 

•  Has   charge  of   all   election   material   (City,   County,   State). 

•  Makes   out  all   payrolls   (except   schools). 
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YOUR  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  -  MODERN  AND  READY 


PERSONNEL: 

25  call  men  are  divided  into  two  companies  — 
Engine  1  with  15  men,-  Ladder  1  with  10  men. 

EQUIPMENT: 

Your  Department  is  equipped  with  4  pumpers, 
1  aerial  ladder  truck  and  1  tank  truck.  The  equip- 
ment is  modern  and  efficient  and  contains  the 
latest  fire  fighting  devices. 

OFFICERS  AND  SALARIES: 

ARTHUR  NADEAU,  Chief 

He  is  a  permanent,  full-time  officer  who  re- 
ceives $61  a  week  plus  rent,  heat,  and  electri- 
city. 

JOSEPH   LUCIER,   First  Deputy 
He  receives  $250  a  year  . 

MALCOLM  CANNEY,  Second  Deputy 
He  receives  $250  a  year. 

They  are  elected  by  the  City  Council  for  a  term 

of  two  years. 

The  Call  Men  receive  $225  a  year. 

1963  ACTIVITY: 

Still   Alarms  122 

Engineer's   Alarms  80 

Brush   and  Grass    Fires      ....  49 

Box   Alarms        30 

281 


.... 


mm* 


POLICE  WOMEN  IN  ACTION 

Somersworth  is  belisved  to  be  the  first  City  in  the  State  to  employ 
policewomen  —  the  first  appointments  were  made  January,  1956. 
The  duties  of  the  policewomen  are  to  safeguard  the  safety  and  lives 
of  school  children  at  busy  intersections  near  the  schools.  This  program 
has  received  high  praise  both  from  local  residents  and  visitors  to 
the  city. 


POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 


PERSONNEL 


Charles  J.  Boucher,  Chief  Salary  $105.00  Weekly 


Ronald  Perron,  Sergeant 
Hollis  Whalen,  Sergeant 
Lionel  Couture,  Sergeant 
Nine  regular  officers  — 

all  on  duty  40  hours  weekly 
Four  policewomen  (20  hours) 


Salaries  of  Commissioners: 

Chairman 

Other  members 


91.35  Weekly 

91.35  Weekly 

91.35  Weekly 

80.85  Weekly 

32.00  Weekly 


$150.00  yearly 
125.00  yearly 


THE  POLICE  COMMISSION 

The  Police  Commissioners    term  is  three  years.  They  have  sole  authority  to  appoint  police 

officers  and  fix  their  compensation  —  and  to  make  and  enforce  all  rules  and  regulations 

for  the  government  of  the  police  force. 

Under  Laws  of  1963  parsed  by  the   1963   Legislature,  Chapter  275,  and  accepted  by  the 

voters  of*Somersworth,  effective  January  1,  1964,  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  appoint  the 

Police    Commissioners. 

At  the  Biennial   Meeting   of  January  7,    1964,   the  Mayor  and   Council   appointed   Paul   E. 

Normandeau,    Police    Commissioner,    replacing    Thomas    I.    McCue    for    the    term    ending 

September    1966. 


POLICE  COMMISSIONERS 

Thomas  I.  McCue 

Arthur  Porelle 

Max   Isacoff 

Paul   E.  Normandeau 


Term  expires  September  1963 

Term  expires  September  1964 

Term  expires  September  1965 

Term  expires  September  1966 


1963  ACTIVITY 

Total  Criminal  Cases  99 

Total  Motor  Vehicle  Cases    223 
Total  Juvenile  Cases  28 


BUDGET  FOR  1963 
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Appropriation  and  Income 
Expenditures 

Balance 


$72,035.86 
71,286.56 

$      749.30 


1963  SAW  SOMERSWORTH  MAKING  PROGRE 


The  Triangle  Project 


PLANNING  FOR  FUTURE  GROWTH 

Somersworth  has  unusual  growth  opportunities  in  the  forseeable  future.  A  busy, 
industrial  center,  it  has  experienced  a  27%  growth  in  population  in  the  census 
period  1950- 1? 60.  Signs  indicate  this  rate  of  growth  is  continuing. 

That  this  growth  shall  be  in  an  orderly,  carefully  directed  manner  is  the  wish  of 
city  officials.  The  Somersworth  Planning  Board  held  regular  meetings  during  1963 
to  consider  long-range  plans  for  the  city's  future.  The  Somersworth  Housing  Auth- 
ority, in  mapping  its  Urban  Renewal  and  public  housing  programs,  has  provided 
many  of  the  planning  tools  any  high  growth  community  requires.  The  last  two 
years  especially  have  brought  to  Somersworth  the  planning  aids,  through  prepar- 
ations for  Urban  Renewal,  that  will  serve  as  a  valuable  aid  in  assuring  sound 
growth  patterns. 


Edward  S.  Charpentier, 
Leo  A,  Chabot 
Richard  A.  Willett 


1964  SOMERSWORTH  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Term  expires  Feb.  28,  1865  John  J.  Parsons 
Term  expires  Feb.  28,  1968         jonn  a.  Constantino,  Jr. 
Term  expires  Feb.  28    ififio 


Term  expires  Feb.  28,  1966 
Term  expires  Feb  28,  1967 


A  YEAR  OF  ACTION  FOR  URBAN  RENEWAL 


The  year  1963  saw  giant  steps  taken  towards  the  implementation  of  Urban  Renewal 
in  Somersworth.  With  a  full-time  office  manned  by  an  Executive  Director,  an  appren- 
tice, and  a  clerical  staff  member,  the  Somersworth  Housing  Authority  developed  the 
final   agreements   and   plans   required   by   federal    law. 

The  Somersworth  City  Council  enacted  legislation  which  gave  official  city  approval 
to  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  (the  so-called  Triangle  Area  project);  it  approved  the 
program  for  Community  Progress;  and  authorized  the  execution  of  a  Cooperation 
Agreement  between  the  city  and  the  Housing  Authority. 

Project  Statistics 

Somersworth's  Triangle  Urban  Renewal  Project  area  which  will  make  possible  a 
new  shopping  center,  consists  of  21.3  acres,  but  not  all  of  it  will  be  cleared.  In  fact, 
8.7  acres  will  be  conserved  while  the  remaining   1  2.6  acres  will  be  cleared. 


Of  the  clearance  areas,  the  shopping  center,  including  parking  for  some  600  cars, 
will  take  up  a  total  of  approximately  six  acres.  Housing  for  the  elderly  will  be  erected 
on  a  nearly  five-acre  site  within  the  project  boundaries  and  the  Municipal  government 
center  will  take  up  over  an  acre  of  land. 

In  total  there  are  84  structures  to  be  cleared  of  which  63  are  residential  in  character, 
the  remainder  non-residential.  There  are  about  1 86  dwelling  units  and  some  1 55 
families  in  the  project  area  designated  for  clearance.  And  there  are  approximately  30 
businesses   and   organizations   occupying    property   in   this   area. 

5treets  to  be  affected  by  the  project  include:  part  of  High  street  to  be  widened  from 
Washington  to  Orange  street;  Court  street  to  be  closed;  Elm  street  to  be  closed  from 
Washington  street  to  the  Post  Office;  Fore  street  to  be  relocated  to  east  of  the  Post 
Office  with  an  improved  High  street  approach;  and  AAarston's  Lane  off  Orange  street 
will  serve  as  a   receiving  area  along  the  rear  of  the  High   street  business  blocks. 
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ft  TOWARDS  A  BETTER  TOMORROW  .  .  . 


NEW  LIVING  OPPORTUNITIES  THROUGH  PUBLIC  HOUSING 


This  will  leave  the  Somers worth 
scene  tomorrow  .  .  . 


This  city — as  a  by-product  of  the  Triangle  Urban 
Renewal  Plan — will  obtain  two  Public  Housing 
Projects  having  a  total  of  120  units.  Progress 
towards  the  start  of  these  projects  was  made  in 
in  1963  so  that  1964  is  certain  to  see  the  start 
of  construction  of  at  least  one  of  them. 
These  projects,  in  the  years  ahead,  will. bring  to 
hundreds  of  this  city's  low-income  families  and 
elderly  people — at  rents  they  can  afford  to  pay — 
decent,  sanitary  and  comfortable  living  condi- 
tions. 

One  of  these  is  a  56-unit  project  of  Housing  for 
Low-Income  Families  to  be  located  in  the  Bartlett 
Avenue,  Cass  and  Verona  Streets  area. 


The  other  is  a  64-unit  project  of  Housing  for  the 
Elderly  and  will  be  situated  on  both  sides  of 
upper  Washington  Street  within  the  renewal  area. 
First  to  be  constructed  is  the  Bartlett  Avenue  pro- 
ject containing  a  total  of  56  apartments  in  21 
two-story  and  7  one-srory  buildings.  This  project, 
in  excess  of  a  million  dollars,  also  includes  a 
one-story  office,  maintenance  and  boiler  room 
building.  The  apartments  will  range  from  one- 
to  five-bedrooms  in  size. 

Still  in  design  is  the  64-unit  housing  project  for 
senior  citizens.  This  project,  also  in  excess  of  a 
million  dollars,  will  have  one-  and  two-bedroom 
apartments. 


A  HEALTHIER  COMMUNITY  -THROUGH  POLLUTION  CONTROL 

The  future  holds  a  cleaner,  healthier  Somersworth. 

Required  to  act  by  State  law,  this  city  now  has  a  major  water  pollution  control  project  under  way. 
During  1963,  Green  Engineering  Affiliates,  Inc.,  the  City's  consulting  engineers  for  this  project,  pro- 
ceeded with  the  design  of  contract  plans  and  specification.  However,  early  in  December  with  the  design 
approximately  80  percent  complete,  it  became  obvious  that  the  deadline  of  December  15,  1963  estab- 
lished by  the  State  under  the  provisions  of  RSA  149:8  could  not  be  met.  Chapter  149  stipulates  that 
communities  bordering  the  Salmon  Falls  River  must  end  pollution  of  the  waters.  This  would  result  in 
the  water  reaching  a  pollution  content  designated  as  "B-l"  —  which  provides  for  treatment  of  the 
sewage  entering  the  river  to  a  level  sufficient  to  lower  the  bacteria  count  to  an  acceptable  State-ap- 
proved point. 

The  city  requested  a  two  year  extension  from  the  State  Water  Pollution  Commission  to  allow  sufficient 
time  to  complete  the  project  as  prescribed  by  law.  This  extension  was  granted. 

The  city's  consulting  engineers  estimated  that  the  project  should  be  ready  for  award  by  mid-summer  or 
early  fall  of  1964. 

The  date  of  award  of  the  pollution  project  will  in  all  probability  be  governed  by  the  time  required  to 
purchase  the  required  land  area  and  obtain  necessary  easements  to  permit  the  installation  of  the  sewer 
line  across  private  property.  Paqe  19 


GROWTH  CALLS  FOR 
PROFESSIONAL  HELP 


The  City  Engineer  —  Norman  LeClerc 
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Somersworth's  high  growth  pattern  has,  in  recent  years,  pointed 
dramatically  to  the  need  for  a  full-time  engineer.  Problems  posed 
by  a  pollution  control  project,  highway  and  sidewalk  construc- 
tion projects,  not  to  mention  the  vast  engineering  requirements 
brought  on  the  city  through  the  Urban  Renewal  and  Public  Hous- 
ing programs,  combined  to  make  urgent  the  association  with  the 
city  of  a  qualified  engineer  who  could  work  on  a  full-time  basis. 
In  1963,  the  City  Council  enacted  legislation  spelling  out  the  need 
for  an  engineer  and  giving  authority  to  the  Mayor  to  recruit  a 
qualified  applicant. 


THE  PLANNNIN6  AND  ZONING  FUNCTIONS 


PLANNING  BOARD 

The  Planning  Board  was  established  in  Somers- 
worth  March  23,  1953.  It  had  as  its  object  then, 
as  it  does  today,  the  orderly  growth  of  your  city. 
The  Board  is  comprised  of  nine  members  —  the 
Mayor,  an  administrative  official  of  the  city  who 
shall  be  selected  by  the  Mayor,  and  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  who  shall  be  named  by  it  as 
a  member  ex-officio,  as  well  as  six  persons  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mayor  for  six  year  terms.  The 
members  receive  no  remuneration. 

ITS  MEMBERSHIP 

Henry  P.  Mullen,  Clerk 
Mayor   Robert   H.   Filion 
City  Engineer  Norman  Leclerc,  Councilman  William 

J.  Vigneault,  administrative  members. 
Eugene  F.  Barry,  unexpired  term  ending  Jan.,  1962 
James  J.  O'Malley,  term  expiring  March,  1964 
Paul  E.  Normandeau,  term  expiring  March,  1965 
Albert  O.  Fournier,  term  expiring  March,  1966 
Herman   E.  Home,  term   expiring  March,   1967 
E.  Elmore  Graves,  term  expiring  March,  1968 

BOARD  OF  ADJUSTMENT 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Adjustment  are  appointed 

by  the  Mayor  with  advice  and  contest  of  the  City 

Council.   Term   of  office   is   five   years;    there   is   no 

remuneration. 

Edmund    Patterson,    term    expiring    July,    1964 

Joseph   E.   Landry,   term   expiring  July,  1965 

Maurice  Ross,  term  expiring  July,  1966 

Paul  E.   Normandeau,  term  expiring  July,   1967 

Lucien   Fournier,   term  expiring  July,   1968 

NEW  CONSTRUCTIONS  IN  1963 

35  Residences    $  5,558.30 

17  Private  garages  and  carports    283.25 

15  Industrial,  commercial,  and  non-residence  12,185.00 

24  Structures   other  than   buildings    1,118.50 

97  Alterations  and  additions    1,397.50 

1  Public    building    3,293.00 


Regular  monthly  meetings  were  held  by  the 
Planning  Board  during  1963,  two  of  which  were 
joint  meetings  with  the  Board  of  Adjustment. 

Two  amendments  to  the  zoning  ordinance 
were  adopted  by  the  City  Council  in  1963.  One 
of  these  changed  the  area  and  frontage  of  lake 
lots  to  a  smaller  size  than  that  required  for 
regular  house  lots.  The  other  added  an  indus- 
trial district  to  the  zoning  ordinance. 

There  were  four  developments  submitted  to 
the  Planning  Board  during  the  year.  The  Oak- 
ridge  Development  was  revised  to  include  lake 
lots  on  Cole  Pond  and  the  Skyhaven  Cole  Pond 
Development  for  camp  lots  were  approved  by 
the  board.  The  Ronwyn  Development  on  West 
High  Street  was  accepted  as  a  house  lot  devel- 
opment and  was  again  brought  before  the 
board  for  a  change  in  some  of  the  lots  to  be 
used  for  apartments.  Both  were  approved  by 
the  board.  The  Hatfield  Development  for  a 
Trailer  Park  on  Stackpole  Road  was  tabled  for 
further  study. 

The  Messrs.  Chabot  from  Central  Park  Acres 
and  Tibbetts  from  the  development  of  land 
formerly  owned  by  Arthur  Blaisdell  sought  to 
have  the  lot  sizes  less  than  the  20,000  square 
feet  as  required  by  the  ordinance.  Both  were 
denied  because  of  the  possibility  of  polution 
from  septic  tanks  and  leach  fields. 

The  board  sought  to  have  our  codes  and  or- 
dinances under  one  cover  and  Mr.  Eugene 
Barry  volunteered  to  have  them  typed  when  the 


HENRY  P.  MULLEN,  Clerk  of  the  Boards 
and    Building     Inspector 


clerk  arranged  them  for  compilation.  This  has 
been  done  and  they  will  be  submitted  to  the 
City  Clerk  for  printing  in  the  near  future. 

Martin  Flanagan,  Director  of  the  Housing 
Authority,  appeared  before  the  Board  and  dis- 
cussed the  Urban  Renewal  Project  at  length. 
At  his  request  the  Board  went  on  record  as  ac- 
cepting the  general  development  plan  submitted 
to  it  by  the  Cambridge  Associates  as  a  basis  for 
future  planning  and  development. 

As  a  token  of  esteem  for  his  outstanding 
work  as  City  Engineer  and  a  member  of  the 
board  for  ten  years,  the  members  of  both 
boards  presented  Harold  V.  Sheahan  with  a 
silver  pitcher  upon  which  was  inscribed  their 
high  regard  for  the  help  he  had  given  them 
during   his   ten   years   of  service. 

The  Board,  knowing  that  Urban  Renewal 
will  remove  many  of  the  apartments  now  exist- 
ant,  and  wishing  to  avoid  spot  zoning,  decided 
that  all  developments  involving  apartments 
should  first  be  presented  to  the  Planning  Board 
for  study  and  opinion  and  then  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Board  of  Adjustment  for  final 
action  so  that  both  Boards  would  share  equal 
responsibility  for  any  final  action  taken. 

The  Board  of  Adjustment  held  twenty-six 
public  hearings  during  the  year.  It  granted 
seventeen  without  conditions;  seven  condition- 
ally denied  one  and  one  was  withdrawn.  One 
appeal  for  a  rehearing  was  denied. 


Edmund  Patterson 
Joseph  E.  Landry 


BOARD  OF  ADJUSTMENT  1964 
July,  1964    Maurice  Ross  1966    Albert  O.  Fournier 

1965     Paul    E.    Normandeau  1967 


1968 


PLANNING   BOARD   1964 

Mayor  John  F.  Donovan,  Councilman  William  Vigneault,  City  Engineer  Norman  Leclerc 
Appointed  by  the   Mayor  May  25 
Term     expires 
Anita    Flynn  March    23,    1966       Romeo     Brelsford  1967       Eugene    Barry  1969 

Jacob    Cohen,  1966       Herman     Home  1968       James  F.    O'Malley  1970 
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MUNICIPAL  COURT 


RECEIPTS 

Pines  collected  in  Court :    $6,518.75 

Restitution   (damages  to  City  property)    100.00 

Bails  (Appealed  or  Probable  Cause  cases  for 

Superior  Court)    1,225.00 

Entry  Fees  for  above  cases 15.00 

No  Civil  Cases  

No  Bail  Forfeitures    

Balance  on  hand  December- 31,  1962 1,059.42 

GRAND  TOTAL   $8,925.92 


•  CLOVIS  I.  DESMARAIS 

Justice 

•  LAURIER  SANS  CARTIER 

Clerk 


THE  1962  REPORT  — 
A  PRIZE  WINNER 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  city,  Somersworth 
was  honored  by  twice  being  singled  out  for  the  quality  of 
its  Annual  Report. 

The  1962  Oity  Report  was  judged  First  Place  winner  for 
communities  in  its  population  category  in  competition  con- 
ducted by  the  University  of  New  Hampsphire  Department 
of  Government. 

The  Report,  later  entered  in  an  all-New  England  contest 
with  reports  submitted  by  town  and  cities  from  all  the 
New  England  states,  was  judged  First  Place  winner. 
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EXPENSES 

Department  of  Safety  (State's  share  of  fines 

for  traffic  violations)   $3,086.50 

Witness  Pees    210.00 

Bails  to  Superior  Court  (Appealed  or  Probable  Cause)  1,225.00 

Entry  Fees  for  above  cases   15.00 

Court  Expenses :  Complaints  &  Warrants  (Printing)  102.52 

Stamps    10.15 

Bond  (Clerk  of  Court)    6.00 

Law  Books  31.50 

Miscellaneous  Legal  Forms   80.08 

Miscellaneous     13.18 

City  of  Somersworth   3,900.00 

Restitution  (damages  to  City  property)    100.00 

GRAND  TOTAL    $8,779.93 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS:  $8,925.92 

TOTAL   EXPENSES:  8,779.93 

Balance  on  hand  

December  31,    1963  $    145.99 


The  Highway  Department  consists  of  a  Street  Commissioner  whose  salary  is  $110 
a  week  and  14  employees.  Their  work  week  is  45  hours,  their  pay  $1.65  per  hour. 

"The  Street  Commissioners  shall  have  general  charge  of  maintenance 
of  the  highways,  streets,  sidewalks,  sewers  and  storm  drains  in  the 
City  and  shall,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Director  of  Public  Works, 
direct  the  construction  or  reconstruction  of  the  same.  He  shall  also 
be  in  charge  of  refuse  collection  within  the  City.  It  shall  be  his  further 
duty,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Forest  Glade 
Cemetery,  to  maintain,  improve  and  operate  said  cemetery." 
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REPORT  OF  1963  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 


We  have  given  all  the  streets  and  sidewalks  in 
the  City  a  general  clean-up.  All  catch  basins 
were  cleaned  in  the  spring  and  again  in  the  fall. 
Some  54,000  gallons  of  oil  and  1055  yards  of 
sand  were  used  in  the  oiling  of  many  streets. 
Sidewalks  were  also  built  and  repaved  with  Hot- 
top  on  Buffumsville  Road,  part  of  Green  Street, 
Franklin  Street  .and  around  Saint  Martin's 
School  and  also  on  the  south  side  of  School 
Street. 

Improvements  made  at  the  City  Barn  included 
shingling  of  the  front  side  of  barn  along  with  a 
7  foot  by  10  inch  thick  cement  wall  that  was 
built  at  the  rear  of  the  barn.  Also,  a  new  front 
was  provided  the  office  at  the  City  Barn. 

The  Highway  Department  has  cut  down  12  dis- 
eased elm  trees. 

The  tennis  courts  have  been  repaired  with  hot- 


top  and  a  drainage  ditcl.  has  been  built  with 
hot-top  along  with  a  10  inch  cement  wall  that 
was  built  between  the  two  tennis  courts  and  con. 
siderable  landscape  work  around  the  ball  dia- 
mond. 

The  department  has  also  hauled  some  2000  yards 
of  fill  for  the  high  school  practice  field.  A  sec- 
ond skating  rink  was  built  for  the  Lion's  Club. 
We  have  put  in  drainage  at  Garden  Street  and 
also  four  new  catch  basins  with  12  inch  drainage 
pipe  into  the  swamp.  Central  Park  Acres  was 
brought  up  to  grade  with  450  tons  of  crushed 
gravel  and  then  seal  coated  with  asphalt. 

Some  of  the  purchases  made  during  the  year  in- 
cluded 700  yards  of  washed  screened  sand  for 
winter  use  and  for  seal  coating.  Winter  road  salt 
amounted  to  350  tons;  also,  135  tons  of  cold 
patch  for  filling  holes  in  streets. 


«-«*ri 


Norman  Fournier 
Commissioner 
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FOREST  GLADE 
CEMETERY 


"The  Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees  sha'l  consist  of  five 
members  who  shall  be  legal  residents  of  the  City  of 
Somersworth." 

Salary  of  the  <  Uerk  $500.00  yearly 

Salary  of  Street  Commissioner 

for  cemetery  duties  $  18.00  weekly 

The  Cemetery  Trustees  have  authority  to  lay  out  the  cemetery 
in  lots,  avenues,  streets.  —  to  sell  lots,  according  to  their  discre- 
tion to  purchasers,  with  certain  conditions  to  be  followed  by 
purchasers  —  said  conditions  to  be  stated  in  the  deed.  The  Trus- 
tees are  authorized  to  adopt  and  enforce  such  regulations  as  may 
be  required   in  the  use  of  the  cemetery. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Board  keeps  records  of  all  deeds  of  lots,  pro- 
ceedings and  financial  transactions  of  the  board  —  and  keeps  a 
record  of  all  internments  in  the  cemetery. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  street  commissioner  to  maintain,  improve 
and  operate  said  cemetery  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 


Receipts 

Appropriations       $8,000.00 
Income 

From  Cemetery    2,071.25 
Trust  Fund  Income  2,667.11 


Labor 
Supplies 


Expenditures 

$7,227.50 
5,326.73 


Total  Income 


$12,738.36 


Total  Expenditures 
Unexpended  Balance 


$12,554.23 
$      184.13 


Board  of  Cemetery  Trustees 

Mary  C.  Furbush  Term  expiring  Jan.  1965 
Norman  A.  Fournier  Term  expiring  Jan.  1966 
John  F.  Beamis  Term  expiring  Jan.  1967 

Wendell  G).  Pinkham  Term  expiring  Jan.  1968 
Norman  Joy  Term  expiring  Jan.  1969 


WELFARE  COSTS 

Groceries    $  1,763.C0 

Clothing 56.17 

Fuel    452.82 

Rent    794.00 

Medical    547.63 

Hospital  1,382.99 

Board  and  Care 2,554.47 

Office  Expense 276.83 

O.  A.  A 6,081.43 

A.  P.  T.  D 1,477.39 

Miscellaneous    15.75 

Pa9e  U  "$15402^8" 


Cost  of  Soldier's  Aid 

Total  Aid  for  the  Year:  $      978.45 
Refund  from  Direct  Relief, 

Soldiers'  Aid,  O.A.A., 

Aid  to  Disabled 1,264.63 


$15,116.30 


BOARD  OF 
HEALTH 

Clovis  J.  Chabot,  Chairman 
Norbert  J.   Couture, 
W.  E.  Precourt,  M.D. 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  OPERATIONS 
For  the  Years  Ended  December  31,  1963  and  1962 


INCOME 

Commercial  Sales  and  Job  Work 

OPERATING  EXPENSES 

Labor   at  Wells 

Power  Purchased 

Superintendence 

Repairs   to   Mains 

Repairs  to   Services 

Repairs  to  Hydrants 

Repairs  to  Meters 

Office  Supplies  and  Expense 

General  Expense 

Truck  Expense 

Interest 

Shop  Expense 

Total   Operating   Expenses 

Net  Income  Before  Depreciation 
Depreciation 

Operating  Income 

Savings  Bank  Interest 

NET  INCOME  FOR  THE  YEAR 


THE  COMMISSIONERS: 

ROBERT  H.   FILION 

Term  expires  January,  1964 
NAPOLEON   A.    HABEL 

Term  expires  January,  1965 
SPENCER    S.    FURBUSH 

Term  expires  January,  1966 
WATER  COMMISSIONERS 
Salary,   Chairman    $250.   yearly. 
Others  $200.  yearly. 


DECEMBER  31, 

Increase  or 

1963 

1962 

(Decrease) 

$90,490.47 

$89,628.55 

$     861.92 

6,821.82 

5,717.50 

1,104.32 

8,896.49 

8,140.68 

755.81 

8,950.28 

5,219.47 

3,730.81 

1,541.52 

1,990.60 

(449.08) 

4,001.70 

2,723.61 

1,278.09 

963.02 

1,257.19 

(294.17) 

1,681.78 

2,568.75 

(886.97) 

1,274.41 

1,459.03 

(184.62) 

1,482.72 

753.90 

728.82 

978.60 

877.11 

101.49 

7,252.50 

8,040.75 

(788.25) 

342.99 

271.93 

71.06 

$44,187.83 

$39,020.52 

$  5,167.31 

46,302.64 

50,608.03 

(4,305.39) 

14,003.00 

10,894.98 

3,108.02 

32,299.64 

39,713.05 

(7,413.41) 

105.00 

105.00 

$32,404.64 

$39,713.05 

$(7,308.41) 

COMPARATIVE  WATER  USAGE 


COMPARATIVE  WATER  USAGE 

1946  117,843,400  gallons  —  one  year. 

1950  183,151,500  gallons  —  one  year. 

1955  193,466,530  gallons  —  one  year. 

1963  396,143,200  gallons  —  one  year. 

Minimum  pumped  one  day  1963  — 

702,700  gallons 
Maximum   pumped   one  day  1963  — 

1,621,400  gallons 
Water  Is  Obtained  From  3  Driven  Wells 


STANDPIPE 

During  the  year  the  standpipe  was  completely 
sandblasted,  repaired  and  painted  at  a  total  cost 
of  $12,474.87.   Standpipe  holds   902,147   gallons. 
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SOMERSWORTH 


Jan.  1963 


Date  of  Creation 

Name  of  Trust  Fund 

Purpose 

How  Invested 

Balance 

New  Funds 

Expended 

Balance 

January,  1887 

Cemetery  Trust  Fund 

Cemetery 

Somersworth 
Savings  Bank 

$61,789.59 

$ 

600.00 

$  2,667.11 

$62,389.59 

June,  1894 

Chandler  Trust  Fund 

Library 

Somersworth 
Savings  Bank 

2,000.00 

85.89 

2,000.00 

December,  1962 

Harry   Stein  — 
Somersworth   Shoe,   Inc. 

Scholarship 

Somersworth 
Savings  Bank 

5,000.00 

500.00 

110.15 

5,500.00 

November,  1962 

Harry  Stein  — 
Somersworth   Shoe,  Inc. 

Scholarship 

Somersworth 
National  Bank 

5,325.00 

1,000.00 

6.325.00 

December,    1962 

Harry  Stein  — 
Somersworth  Shoe,   Inc. 

Scholarship 

Rollinsford 
Savings  Bank 

5,000.00 

124.32 

5,000.00 

Mr.  Stein,  left,  here  congratulates  William  Garnett,  the  first 
student  to  receive  a  grant.  Tins  scholarship  made  possible  study 
for  this  Somersworth  High  School  graduate  at  the  University 
of  New  Hampshire  during  1963-64. 


TRUSTEES 
OF  TRUST 


FUNDS 


ROBERT  H.  FILION 
MARY  C.  FURBUSH 
ALBERT   E.    DION 


Term  expires  January  1965 
Term  expires  January  1966 
Term   expires  January    1967 
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Date 
Issued 

Amount 
Issued 

Paid  in 
Principal 

1963 
Interest 

Amount 
Redeemed 

Amount 
Outstanding 

Payable 
Principal 

in  1964 
Interest 

Expiration 
Date 

FOB  WATER  WORKS 

June    1,    1949 
Dec.    1,    1952 
Oct.    1,    1954 
July    1,    1959 

$  53,000.00 

100,000.00 

60,000.00 

200,000.00 

$     2,000.00 

5,000.00 

5,000.00 

15,000.00 

$        292.50 

1,000.00 

380.00 

5,580.00 

$  41,000.00 
55,000.00 
45,000.00 
60,000.00 

$  12,000.00 

45,000.00 

15,000.00 

140,000.00 

$     2,000.00 

5,000.00 

5,000.00 

15,000.00 

$        247.50 

900.00 

285.00 

5,040.00 

June  1,   1969 
Dec.    1,   1972 
Oct.    1,    1966 
July   1,    1974 

FOR  SEWER  and 

SIDEWALKS 

June   1,   1949 

47,000.00 

2,000.00 

292.50 

35,000.00 

12,000.00 

2,000.00 

247.50 

June   1,  1969 

FOR  SEWER 

Nov.    1,    1961 

285,000.00 

15,000.00 

9,450.00 

30,000.00 

255,000.00 

15,000.00 

8,925.00 

Nov.   1,   1981 

FOR  HIGHWAYS 

Dec.    1,    1952 
Aug.    1,    1960 

55,000.00 
100,000.00 

5,000.00 
10,000.00 

100.00 
2,800.00 

55,000.00 
30,000.00 

0.00 
70,000.00 

0.00 
10,000.00 

000 
2,450.00 

Dec.    1,   1963 
Aug.   1,   1970 

FOR  SCHOOLS 

Dec.    1,    1955 
Nov.    1,    1961 
Dec.    1,    1963 

480,000.00 
237,000.00 
398,000.00 

25,000.00 
15,000.00 

8,250.00 
7,770.00 

205,000.00 
30,000.00 

275,000.00 
207,000.00 
398,000.00 

25,000.00 
15,000.00 
18,000.00 

7,562.50 

7,245.00 

12,736.00 

Dec.    1,   1974 
Nov.   1,   1981 
Dec.   1,    1983 

FOR  IMPROVEMENT 

and   EQUIPMENT 

Mar.    1,    1956 

115,000.00 

10,000.00 

1,250.00 

70,000.00 

45,000.00 

10,000.00 

1,000.00 

Mar.  1,  1971 

FOR  INTERCEPTOR  SEWER 

Authorized 

Dec.    4,    1962  720,000.00 


(City's  share)     (City's  share) 
720,800.00  25,000.00  12,000.00 

(Approximately) 


Like  individuals,  a  municipality  borrows  money  and 
through  the  terms  arranged  by  banking  institutions, 
repays  the  sum  over  a  period  of  time  —  generally  20 
years.  Bond  issues  which  have  made  funds  available  to 
Somersworth  in  recent  years  and  which  were  paid  on 


during  1963  make  possible  highway  and  sidewalk  im- 
provement, equipment  for  road  repair  and  schools, 
sewage  extensions,  and  the  development  of  your  water 
works. 
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EXPENDITURES  BY  CITY  DEPARTMENTS 


DEPARTMENT 

Expended 

Appropriated 

Transferred  To 
General  Fund 

Transferred  from 
General  Fund 

Receipts  ai 
Reimbursemi 

Bonds 

$  27,000.00 

$  27,000.00 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Building  Code 

1,292.00 

56.00 

1,236.00 

Cemetery 

12,554.23 

8,000.00 

184.13 

4,738.36 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

500.00 

500.00 

Chandler  Building 

840.42 

300.42 

540.00 

City  Hall 

1,418.14 

399.98 

1,018.16 

County  Tax 

41,000.88 

40,410.81 

590.07 

C.  W.  V.  Convention 

300.00 

300.00 

District  Nursing  Service 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

Dog  Ordinance 

61.75 

305.16 

366.91 

Christmas  Lighting 

500.00 

500.00 

Dump 

12,878.93 

13,000.00 

121.07 

Drainage 

3,700.61 

3,500.00 

393.39 

594.00 

Elections 

1,718.62 

1,650.00 

68.62 

F.  I.  C.  A. 

5,639.14 

5,800.00 

160.86 

Fire 

15,101.79 

14,500.00 

445.14 

156.65 

Group   Insurance 

229.25 

229.25 

Head   Taxes 

17,345.00 

1,619.00 

18,964.00 

Health 

13.04 

13.04 

Highway 

81,069.21 

77,800.00 

315.20 

3.584.41 

Highway  Equipment 

15,905.06 

16,000.00 

94.94 

Hydrants 

7,500.00 

7,500.00 

Insurance 

7,489.67 

4,517.00 

947.05 

3,919.72 

Land  Sales 

31.38 

4,968.62 

5,000.00 

Interest 

10,046.87 

9,442.50 

604.37 

Legal  Services 

1.500.00 

1,500.00 

Library 

9.122.02 

9,000.00 

36.13 

85.89 

Macadam  and  Surfacing 

7,801.22 

8,000.00 

198.78 

Mayor's  Expenses 

1,245.91 

1,200.00 

45.91 

DEPARTMENT 


Memorial  Day 

Miscellaneous 

Municipal  Building: 

Municipal  Building  Equipment 

N.   H.   Municipal   Association 

Notes   Payable 

Parks  and  Playgrounds 

Police 

Printing 

Removal  of  Dead  Trees  and  Stumps 

Repairs  to  Public  Buildings 

Salaries 

Sewage 

Sidewalks 

Schools 

Sinking  Fund 

Street  Lights 

Tax  Purchases 

Tax  Refunds 

T.  R.  A. 

Urban  Renewal 

Water  Works 

Welfare  and  Relief 

Workmen's  Compensation 

Zoning 


Expended 

Appropriated 

600.00 

600.00 

4,543.57 

4,200.00 

2,900.02 

2,500.00 

1,197.72 

1,000.00 

428.53 

500.00 

600.000.00 

4,882.38 

4,000.00 

71,286.56 

71,552.00 

1,941.91 

1,500.00 

150.00 

500.00 

4,936.65 

5,000.00 

53,385.41 

52,000.00 

29,469.43 

4,941.70 

5,000.00 

457,812.14 

457,956.01 

3,470.00 

3,470.00 

22,517.19 

21,660.96 

7,478.95 

58.75 

573.96 

573.96 

126.00 

95,771.23 

16,380.93 

11,000.00 

2,110.42 

2,000.00 

966.71 

800.00 

Transferred  To  Transferred  from       Receipts  and 
General  Fund       General  Fluid      Reimbursements 


219.07 

124.50 

400.02 

197.72 

71.47 

600.000.00 

819.97 

62.41 

749.30 

441.91 

483.86 

350.00 

63.35 

1,385.41 

5,831.91 

23.637.52 

58.30 

143.87 

856.23 

7,478.95 

58.75 

126.00 

280.08 

96,051.31 

4,116.30 

1,264.63 

110.42 

31.71 

135.00 

WHAT   IT   MEANS 


The  data  on  these  two  pages  reveals  how  well  the 
various  Departments  of  our  city  government  remained 
within   their   budgeted   funds   during    1963. 


In  some  cases,  greater  expenditures  were  required 
than  there  were  budgeted  funds  to  meet  them.  In 
other  cases,  the  entire  amount  budgeted  was  not 
spent  by  the  particular  Department.  Notice  that  the 
largest  Departments  involve  expenditures  for  bonded 
indebtedness  and  for  education. 
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SOMERSWORTH'S 

TO  LARGEST  TAXPAYERS 


JND 


•  General  Electric  Co.  $148,389.00 

•  Public  Service  Co.  of  N.  H.  36,607.50 

•  Somersworth  Shoe  Mfg.  Co.  16,517.50 

•  Dover  Shoe  Mfg.  Co.  15,000.0 J 

•  Great  Falls  Bleachery  13,356.00 

•  Public  Service  Co.  (Trustees)  6,203.00 

•  Raymond  LeHoullier  4,508.00 

•  James  Beamis  4,063.00 

•  Somersworth  Mfg.  Co.  3,825.00 

•  Joseph  E.  Langelier  3,076.50 


SOMERSWORTH'S  TOTAL 
PROPERTY  VALUATION: 


The  Tax  Warrant  for  1963 
(estimated  at  50%  of  full 
and  true  value). 


$     778,939.00 
$15,482,140.00 


Dec.  1,  1962  —  June  1,  1963 

DR. 
Warrant  submitted  to  Tax  Collector 
as  of  June  1,  1963  $10,719.48 

Total  Debits  $10,719.48 

CR. 

Remitted  to  City  Treasurer 

during  fiscal  year  ending 

Dec.  31,   1963:  $  8,696.57 

Uncollected  as  of  Jan.  1,  1964:     2,022.91 


Total  Credits 


$10,719.48 


June  1,  1964  —  Dec.  1,  1963 

DR. 

Warrant  submitted  to  Tax  Collector 

as  of  Dec.  1,  1963:  $11,424.08 

Total  Debits  $11,424.08 

CR. 

Remitted  to  City  Treasurer 

during  fiscal  year  ending 

Dec.  31,  1963:  $  4,719.01 

Uncollected  as  of  Jan.  1,  1964:     6,705.07 


Total  Credits 

$11,424.08 

Sewerage  Charge  — 

December  1,  1961   -  June  1,  1962 

$   1,031.13 

June  1,  1962  -  December  1,  1962 

4,478.31 
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ORDINANCES  AND  RESOLUTION 


An  Ordinance 

An  Ordinance  is  a  local  law  or  regulation,  imposing  penalties 
or  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  money,  enacted  by  a  municipal 
government. 

All  By-Laws  passed  by  the  City  Council  are  referred  to  as 
Ordinances. 

A  Resolution 

A  Resolution  is  a  formal  proposal  in  a  legislative  assembly 
or  public  meeting  —  it  is  always  a  main  motion,  made  when  the 
main  motion  is  of  such  importance  or  length  as  to  be  in  writing. 


From  the  Rules  and  Ordinances  of  the  City  Council; 

"Every  Ordinance,  and  all  Resolutions  imposing  penalties  or 
authorizing  the  expenditure  of  money  when  introduced,  shall 
pass  through  the  following  stages;  First,  reading  for  informa- 
tion and  if  not  rejected  they  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Bills  in  their  Second  Reading  —  if  approved  as  to  technical 
form  and  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  state 
or  to  the  charter  or  ordinances  of  the  city  they  shall  be  read  a 
second  time  before  a  vote  is  called  for  by  the  chair."  Vote  by 
roll  call  is  the  general  procedure. 


ORDINANCES 

Amendment  to  Chapter  1,  Section  4, 
pertaining  to  the  publication  of  Ordin- 
ances and  Resolutions  adopted  by  the 
City  Council.  Passed  January  9,  1963. 

Amendment  to  Chapter  13,  Section 
19,  relative  to  the  parking  of  motor  ve- 
hicles on  the  westerly  side  of  Main 
Street.  Passed  January  9,  1963. 

Amendment  to  Chapter  13,  Section 
19,  relative  to  the  parking  of  motor  ve- 
hicles on  the  southerly  side  of  Fayette 
Street.  Passed  April  2,  1963. 

Amendment  to  Zoning  Ordinance  rel- 
ative to  the  Industrial  District  and  lots 
along  lake  shore  property.  Passed  April 
24,  1963. 

Amendment  to  Section  10,  Chapter 
18,  relative  to  pay  increase  for  firemen. 
Passed  October  15,  1963. 

Amendment  to  Section  17,  Chapter 
13,  relative  to  winter  parking  between 
the  hours  of  midnight  and  6:00  A.M. 
Passed  December  3,  1963. 


Amendment  to  Chapter  4  relative  to 
the  responsibilities  and  duties  of  the 
Public  Works  Director.  Passed  Decem- 
ber 3,  1963. 

Amendment  to  Section  1,  Chapter  4, 
relative  to  the  election  of  a  Director  of 
Public  Works.  Passed  December  3,  1963. 

Amendment  to  Section  1,  Chapter  5, 
relative  to  the  salary  of  a  Director  of 
Public  Works.  Passed  December  3,  1963. 

Amendment  to  Section  1,  Chapter  10, 
relative  to  the  duties  of  the  Street  Com- 
missioner. Passed  December  3,  1963. 

Amendment  to  Chapter  3  relative  to 
the  duties  of  the  City  Clerk.  Passed 
December  19,  1963. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Authorizing  the  Committee  on  Fin- 
ance to  borrow  in  anticipation  of  taxes 
a  sum  not  to  exceed  $600,000.00.  Passed 
January  9,  1963. 

Relative  to  legislation  granting 
"Home  Rule"  to  the  City  of  Somers- 


worth.  Passed  January  9,  1963. 

To  appropriate  $300.00  for  Catholic 
War  Veterans  Convention.  Passed  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1963. 

To  hire  a  qualified  appraiser  to  ap- 
praise Great  Falls  Bleachery  and  Dye 
Works,  Inc.  property.  Passed  February 
5,  1963. 

Authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  issue 
temporary  notes  not  in  excess  of 
$100,000..00  for  land  and  construction 
relative  to  Water  Pollution  Control. 
Passed  March  5,  1963. 

Authorizing  the  Mayor  to  employ  a 
full  time  Engineer  at  a  salary  not  to 
exceed  $8,500.00.  Passed  May  7,  1963. 

Empowering  the  Mayor  to  sign  papers 
relative  to  Federal  Housing.  Passed  May 
7,  1963. 

To  appoint  a  joint  School  Building 
Committee  to  engage  an  architect  rela- 
tive to  constructing  and  equipping  an  ad- 
dition to  the  Somersworth  High  School. 
Passed  June  4,  1963. 
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Authorizing  the  Finance  Committee 
to  sell  lands  and  buildings  in  Berwick 
which  was  purchased  from  Public  Ser- 
vice Company  of  N.  H.  Passed  June  4, 
1963. 

Approving  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan 
and  the  feasibility  of  relocation  for  pro- 
ject N.  H.  4-6.  Passed  June  4,  1963. 

Authorizing  Finance  Committee  to 
sell  parcels  of  land  on  the  Somersworth 
side  of  the  Salmon  Falls  River.  Passed 
June  4,  1963. 

Approving  program  for  Community 
Progress.  Passed  June  25,  1963. 

Authorizing  execution  of  Cooperation 
Agreement    between    City    of    Somers- 


worth and  Somersworth  Housing  Au- 
thority. Passed  August  6,  1963. 

Relative  to  presenting  Home  Rule  for 
the  Police  Commission  at  the  Municipal 
Election  to  be  held  November  5,  1963. 
Passed  September  17,  1963. 

Authorizing  the  sale  of  $398,000.00 
bonds  for  the  construction  and  equip- 
ment of  a  building  addition  to  the  High 
School.  Passed  September  17,  1963. 

Authorizing  the  Mayor  to  apply  for 
federal  aid  for  Sewerage  Treatment 
Plant.  Passed  October  15,  1963. 

Authorizing  the  Mayor  and  Finance 
Committee  to  issue  bonds  for  a  grant  to 
the  Somersworth  Housing  Authority. 
Passed  October  15,  1963. 


Authorizing  the  transfer  of  funds 
from  one  department  to  another.  Passed 
December  3,  1963. 

Empowering  the  School  Committee  to 
exceed  its  1963  appropriation  not  more 
than  $400.00  to  provide  pupils  additional 
transportation.  Passed  December  3, 1963. 

Relative  to  the  useful  life  of  the  tri- 
angular Urban  Renewal  Project  N.  H. 
R-6.  Passed  December  3,  1963. 

Resolution  to  record  the  death  of 
President  John  F.  Kennedy,  and  to  set 
aside  a  page  inscribed:  "In  memory  of 
John  F.  Kennedy  who  was  assassinated 
November  22,  1963".  Passed  December 
3,  1963. 


Several  petitions  were  presented  to  the' Council,  and  all  petitions 
were  referred  to  their  respective  Committees  with  power  to  act. 


Insurance  Program 

At  the  regular  City  Council  meeting  of  December  3,  1963,  the  Council 
voted  that  the  City  provide  a  Group  Life,  Accident  and  Health  program 
for  its  full-time  employees.  They  number  thirty-one. 

Life  insurance  provided  as  a 

result  of  this  legislation  Accident  and  sickness 
Department   Heads                $5,000.  $60.  weekly 

All  others  $2,000.  $35.  weekly 
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AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CITY'S  CHARTER 

ENACTED  BY  THE  1963  SESSION  OF  THE  STATE  LEGISLATURE 


CHAPTER   275.   AN  ACT   RELATIVE  TO   HOME   RULE 

275:3  Police  Commissions.  At  any  regular  municipal  election  in  any  of  the 
following  cities:  Manchester,  Nashua,  Portsmouth,  Laconia,  Somersworth  or  Berlin, 
if  a  majority  of  the  governing  body  of  such  city  so  votes,  or  if  ten  per  cent  of 
the  registered  voters  file  a  petition  so  requesting,  the  following  special  questions 
shall  be  presented  to  the  voters  at  said  election: 

"Shall  the  City  of  Somersworth  authorize  the  mayor  and  city  council  (or  the 
mayor  and  board  of  aldermen,  as  the  case  may  be)  to  appoint  a  police  commission 
instead  of  having   the  governor  and   governor's   council   appoint  the   commission?" 


Yes 


No 


If  a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the  question  vote  in  the  affirmative,  the  pro- 
visions of  Laws  1913,  Chapter  148  relating  to  such  city  shall,  effective  January 
one  next  succeeding  the  date  on  which  said  vote  was  taken,  be  of  no  further 
force  and  effect  with  respect  to  said  city  except  as  provided  in  section  7  of  this 
chapter,  and  the  provisions  of  sections  4  through  7,  inclusive  of  this  chapter  shall 
thereafter  apply   in   such   city. 

275:4  Appointment  of  Commissioners.  The  mayor  and  city  council  of  the 
respective  cities  shall  appoint  for  the  respective  city  a  police  commission  consisting 
of  three  members.  The  term  of  office  of  each  such  commissioner  shall  be  for  three 
years  and  until  his  successor  is  duly  appointed  and  qualified.  Said  commissioners 
shall  have  been  residents  of  the  city  where  appointed  at  least  five  years  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  date  of  their  appointment.  Not  more  than  two  of  each  said 
commissioners  for  a  respective  city  shall  be  of  the  same  political  party.  Any  vacancy 
in  said  board  shall  be  filled  for  the  unexpired  term.  The  mayor  and  council  of  the 
respective  city  shall   have  full   power  to  remove  any  commissioner  at  any  time. 

275:5   Duties;    Powers.    It  shall   be   the   duty   of   said   police   commissioners   to 


appoint  such  police  officers,  constables  and  superio*-  officers,  as  they  may  in  their 
judgment  deem  necessary;  and  to  fix  their  compensation.  The  police  commissioners 
shall  have  authority  to  remove  any  officer  at  any  time  for  just  cause  and  after 
due  hearing,  which  cause  shall  be  specified  in  the  order  of  removal.  Said  commis- 
sioners shall  have  full  authority  to  make  and  enforce  all  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  police  force. 


275:6  Compensation.  The  compensation  of  the  police  commissioners  shall 
fixed  by  the  respective  city  councils. 


be 


275:7  Present  Incumbents.  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  section  4  any 
person  holding  office  as  a  commissioner  under  appointment  of  the  governor  and 
councils  under  the  authority  of  Law  1913,  chapter  148  at  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  this  act  shall  continue  in  office  as  such  commissioner  until  the  expiration  of  his 
said  term  of  office. 

275:8  Police  Commissions.  Laws  1913,  chapter  148,  relative  to  appointment 
of  police  commissions  in  certain  cities  by  the  governor  and  council,  will  be  of  no 
further  force  and  effect  with  respect  to  any  city  named  in  section  3  if  a  referendum 
in   said   city   is  adopted. 

Question  was  put  to  voters  at  City  Election  held  November  5,   1963. 

Results:  Yes:   1338         No:  493 

CHAPTER    352. 
An    Act    Amending    the    Charter    of    the    City    of    Somersworth 

352:1  SOMERSWORTH.  Amend  section  5  of  chapter  269  of  the  Laws  of  1939, 
as  amended  by  chapter  380  of  the  Laws  of  1947,  and  chapter  375  of  the  Laws  of 
1949  by  striking  out  said  sections  as  amended  and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the 
following:    5.    MAYOR.   The   mayor   shall    be   chosen   at   the   municipal    election   for 


The  amendment  first  listed,  to  Chapter 
2745  of  Somersworth's  charter,  provided 
for  a  local  referendum  so  that  our  city's 
voters  could  decide  for  themselves 
whether  their  city  or  the  Governor  and 
his  Executive  Council  should  name  mem- 
bers of  the  local  Police  Commission.  In 


WHAT  THEY  DO 

1963,  this  vote  was  held  and  it  was 
overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  local  selec- 
tion. 

The  amendments  to  Chapter  352  made 
possible  the  naming  of  a  member  of  the 
City  Council  Acting  Mayor  to  act  in  the 


absence  from  the  city  of  the  Mayor  him- 
self. They  also  affected  the  salary  paid 
to  the  City  Council  members. 

The  final  amendment  affected  the  means 
for  meeting  costs  of  a  municipal  sewage 
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a  term  of  two  years  and  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  fixed  by  the  city  council, 
provided,  however,  any  change  in  an  annual  salary  once  fixed  shall  not  be  effective 
until  the  first  Tuesday  of  Januaiy  following  the  municipal  election.  He  shall  have  a 
negative  upon  all  the  acts  of  the  council  at  which  his  veto  power  would  extend 
had  the  city  government  herein  constituted  provided  for  a  board  of  aldermen,  and 
such  veto  shall  extend  to  individual  items  of  appropriations.  He  shall  preside  at 
the  meetings  of  the  city  council,  but  shall  have  no  vote  except  in  case  of  equal 
division:  ond  no  vofe  can  be  passed  or  appointment  made  by  the  council  over  his 
veto  unless  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds,  at  least,  of  all  the  councilmen  elected.  On  the 
first  Tuesday  of  January  following  their  election,  the  members  of  the  city  council 
shall  elect  by  ballot  one  member  as  acting  mayor  who,  in  the  absence  of  the 
mayor,  shall  have  all  of  the  powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  mayor  during 
such  absence,  or  during  disability  of  the  mayor  or  a  vacancy  in  the  office  from  any 
cause. 

352:2  Takes  Effect.  This  act  shall  take  effect  as  of  January  2,   1962. 
(Approved  June  30,   1961.) 
(Effective  date  January  2,   1  962.) 

AN  ACT  relating  to  the  salaries  of  members  of  the  Somersworth  city  council. 

Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court 
convened: 

1.  City  of  Somersworth.  Each  member  of  the  city  council  of  the  city  of  Somers- 
worth shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  one  hundred  fifty  dollars  for  attendance 
at  all  regular  meetings  of  the  council  and  in  addition  thereto  the  sum  of  twelve 
dollars  for  each  special  meeting  of  the  council  duly  called;  provided,  however,  that 
if  any  member  shall  fail  to  attend  any  regular  meeting  of  the  council  the  sum  of 
twelve  dollars  shall  be  deducted  from  his  annual  salary,  and  no  member  shall 
receive  any  payment  for  any   special   meeting   not  attended. 

2.  Repeal.  1957,  414,  providing  for  salaries  of  members  of  the  Somersworth 
city  council  is  hereby  repealed. 

3.  Takes  Effect.  This  act  shall  take  effect  as  of  July   1,   1963. 
Approved  June   19,   1963 

Effective  date  July  1 ,   1 963 

AN   ACT   relative   to   the   sewerage    system   in   the    city   of   Somersworth 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court 
convened: 

1.  Sewerage  System.  For  the  defraying  of  the  cost  of  construction,  manage- 
ment, maintenance,  operation,  reconstruction  replacement  and  repair  of  city  sewers 
and  sewer  systems,  including  treatment  and  disposal  works,  and  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  and  principal  on  any  debt  incurred  to  pay  such  costs,  the  mayor 
and  city  council  may  establish  a  scale  of  rent,  to  be  called  sewer  rents,  which  shall 
be  paid  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  real  estate  connected  by  sewage  drains  with 


city  sewers  and  sewer  system,  or  whose  real  estate  received  special  benefit  there- 
from in  any  way.  The  mayor  and  city  council  may  prescribe  the  manner  in  which 
and  the  time  at  which  such  rents  are  to  be  paid  and  collected  and  may  change 
the  scale  of  rents  from  time  to  time  as  may  be  deemed  advisable.  Such  rents  may 
be  based  upon  the  metered  consumption  of  water  on  the  premises  connected  with 
the  sewer  system,  the  number  and  kind  of  plumbing  fixtures  connected  with  the 
sewer  system,  the  number  of  persons  served  by  the  sewer  system  or  upon  any 
other  equitable  basis.  Funds  raised  from  sewer  rents  shall  be  used  only  for  the 
purposes  prescribed   in  this   section. 

2.  Notice.  Notice  of  the  charges  for  sewer  rents  shall  be  given  to  the  owner 
or  owners  of  real  estate  chargeable  therefor  in  such  manner  as  the  mayor  and 
city  council  shall  prescribe.  The  procedure  for  the  abatement  of  sewer  rents  and  for 
appeals  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  to  abate  shall  be  as  prescribed  by  RSA 
252:14,  15  and  16. 

3.  Lien.  All  charges  for  sewer  rents  shall  become  a  lien  upon  the  real  estate 
served  by  the  city  sewer  system  or  the  real  estate  on  account  of  which  they  are 
charged.  Such  lien  shall  continue  for  one  year  from  the  last  item  charged  in  said 
sewer  rents  and  may  be  enforced  by  suit  in  behalf  of  the  city  against  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  real  estate.  In  rase  an  appeal  has  been  taken  and  the  charges 
sustained  in  whole  or  in  part,  such  lien  shall  continue  until  the  expiration  of  one 
year  from  such  decision.  The  record  of  the  charge  for  sewer  rents  made  by  the 
city  shall  be  sufficient  notice  to  maintain  suit  upon  such  lien  against  subsequent 
purchases  or  attaching  creditors  of  such   real  estate. 

4.  Rules  and  Regulations.  The  mayor  and  city  council  may  adopt  rules  and 
regulations  pertaining  to  the  use  of  the  sewerage  system  and  other  regulations 
relating  to  the  system  as  in  their  judgment  the  sewerage  system,  pumping  station, 
treatment  plant  or  other  structure  demands  for  proper  maintenance  or  operation. 
Any  person  wilfully  violating  such  regulations  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  ten 
dollars  for  each  day  of  neglect  or  refusal  after  written  notice  has  been  given. 

5.  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners.  The  mayor  and  city  council  may  by  ordin- 
ance establish  a  board  of  sewer  commissioners,  consisting  of  three  members,  which 
board  shall  perform  all  the  duties  and  possess  all  the  powers  in  the  city  of  Somers- 
worth otherwise  hereby  conferred  upon  the  mayor  and  city  council.  IF  a  board  of 
sewer  commissioners  is  established,  the  mayor  and  city  council  shall  by  ordinance 
fix  the  term  of  office  and  compensation  for  the  members  thereof. 

6.  Inconsistent  Laws.  Such  provisions  of  RSA  252  or  amendments  thereto  as 
may  be  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  the  city  of 
Somersworth. 

7.  Takes  Effect.  This  act  shall  take  effect  sixty  days  after  its  passage. 
Approved  July  2,   1963 

Effective  August  31,    1963 
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On  December  3,  7963,  the  Somersworth  City  Council,  in  regular  session,  unani- 
mously adopted  the  following  resolution; 

"WHEREAS,  John  F.  Kennedy,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  died  at  the  hands  of 
an  assassin's  bullet,  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Somersworth,  New  Hampshire 
assembled,  representing  and  expressing  the  sentiments  of  all  its  people; 

'RESOLVE:  That  we  record  the  loss  of  this  devoted  American  by  setting  aside  a  page  of  the  City 
Records  on  which   shall  be   inscribed: 


IN  MEMORIAM 


JOHN  FITZGERALD  KENNEDY 

35th  President  of 
The  United  States  of  America 

May  29,  191 7 -November  22,  1963 


"Ask  not  ivhat  your  country  can  do  for  you; 
ask  what  you  can  do  for  your  country." 


Inaugural  Address 
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